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Sadleir, Michael. Forlorn Sunset. Farrar, Straus. 


Oct. 1946. 496p. $3.00. 


The scene this long novel mainly the slum areas 
near Waterloo Bridge the ’sixties and ’seventies 
the last century. Lottie Heape, born out wedlock, 
kidnapped and trained briefly for prostitution the age 
nine, rescued and given home the country estate 
kindly man named Crocker, repays his hospitality 
seducing his son Mervyn willing enough victim) 
placing the guilt Paul Gladwin, Mervyn’s tutor. 
who had been instrumental delivering Lottie 
fom her kidnappers and who love with her 
and brotherly fashion, accepts the blame shield 
Mervyn, and dismissed Crocker. Later, Crocker 
this when Mervyn, learning Lottie’s calumnia- 
tion and his tutor’s loyal behavior, confesses his guilt 
and rejects Lottie disgust. 


goes London and after sundry adventures becomes 
the mistress wealthy man named Fleischmann who, 
already husband and father, maintains Lottie 
ina sumptuous apartment. When offered bribe for 
about her lover’s business deals she accepts 
and shortly thereafter Fleischmann 
this unexpected result her action, and the 
Crocker for which she finds she indirectly 
Lottie gets job and “goes straight” for few 
She then falls love with libertine named 
who further corrupts her, makes alcoholic 
out her, turns her into public prostitute, lives off 
earnings, and then robs and deserts her. 


Meanwhile Paul emerges from several years obscurity 
accidentally meets Lottie again. still loves her 
humble and idealistic way, when she gets re- 
drunk and crudely attempts seduce him 


horrified that leaves her. Brooding over her ruin, 
himself takes drink, loses his job, goes New York 
and supports himself writing pornographic stories for 
bootleg publisher. arrested and deported 
London, where sinks lower yet, loses his health, and 
the point death. 


Lottie, having sunk despair, inspired mend her 
ways street missionary, and desire avenge 
herself and Fleischmann against the white slave magnate 
Evan Slode, now leader the gang had kidnapped 
her and later murdered Fleischmann. With the 
help friend Paul’s, Matt Merton, newspaper man 
who specializes combatting gangsterism, she lays plan 
(full risk herself) for the exposure and destruction 
the Slode organization. Through Merton she meets 
Paul again, and touched his continuing regard for her, 
nurses him back health. When the gang’s headquarters 
successfully raided Lottie killed, thus atoning some 
degree for the havoc she has wrought the lives every- 
one who has ever befriended her. 


There are many other characters, and network plot 
and subplot which Mr. Sadleir handles with skill, albeit 
with plentiful supply lucky coincidences. Apart from 
some astonishing cliches (“had but 275, and 
other Algerisms) the writing adequate. The procession 
prostitutes, pimps, homosexuals, and drunk- 
ards, well the more respectable perso are sur- 
prisingly alive for novel whose dominant purpose seems 
have been provide vehicle for the author’s expert 
the geography and sociology London’s 
Victorian slums. The horror and degradation that 
stratum urban life unsparingly depicted. Maps, foot- 
notes and reproductions contemporary publications em- 
phasize the authenticity the background. 
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Despite its length and its sometimes burdensome detail, 
the book fairly interesting one. literary produc- 
tion not, this reviewer’s opinion, particularly im- 
portant. Because number provocative sex scenes 
(especially pp. 379-84) and the author’s own excursions 
into anatomical exegesis (pp. 95, 380) this novel de- 
finitely not for the impressionable reader. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Library, 

Washington 


Ingrim, Robert. After Hitler Stalin. 
18, 1946. xiii, 255p. $3.00. 


Robert Ingrim has written important book, notable for 
the insight affords into the root causes recent and 
present world tragedies. sense, might said that 
has written two books, since the analysis the factors 
entering into the two World Wars can stand alone, apart 
from the main theme the book. The author might not 
relish such dissociation, but readers skeptical philos- 
ophies history might appreciate the distinction. 


Bruce. Sept. 


The main theme the work that the roots present 
troubles lie modern nationalism. The author considers 
nationalism evil growth, which splits the unity 
peoples. Such unity Europe was achieved the 
Roman Empire and its successor under 
was broken first the partition Charlemagne’s 
realm, then the Protestant Reformation, and finally 
the French Revolution. 


The author documents this thesis with much detail and 
with considerable plausibility. Historians who may not 
agree with his thesis will least find stimulating chal- 
lenge and novel approach modern history. The au- 
thor original, but not doctrinaire; critical, but under- 
standing and constructive. 


The study nationalism occupies the first eight chapters 
the book. Beginning with Chapter Nine, the author 
examines the causes and the aftermath the First World 
War. severely critical the role played Presi- 
dent Wilson the Peace Conference. keen in- 
sight, notes how the mistakes Paris led the great 
holocaust 1939. 

Chapters 17-26 discuss World War and the first bun- 
gling efforts constructing treaty peace. Much 
his writing here could called prophetic, since the manu- 
script went the printer late 1945. The accuracy 
his predictions bespeaks the soundness his analysis. 
shows clearly the folly Yalta, Teheran, and Potsdam. 
notes how President Roosevelt cocksure manner 
threw away the peace, whereas Churchill had outlined 
sound plan which would have checked Soviet im- 
perialism. The warnings utters peace without 
justice were stressed Pope Pius XII his Christmas 
message 1946. 

Some the book are particularly recommended 
the isola ionist school thought among Americans. 
Some these are currently writing their told you 
implying that should never have entered the war 
against the evil forces Nazism. Readers this per- 
suasion would well ponder pages 195 and 201. 
Likewise, bitter Anglophobes could learn much from In- 
grim’s analysis, assuming that their views are based 
rational convictions and not merely upon emotions. 


Sadleir Ingrim O’Connor 


Best 


Thinking Americans have duty read this book. 
exposes well, although too briefly and with too much 
cern for our feelings, the folly our foreign policy during 
and after the Second World War. Readers who 
care for philosophy history could commence with Chap. 
ter Nine even Seventeen, and save the 
chapters until the end. With the very future 
civilization stake the current peace treaties, jp. 
formed public opinion, directing our elected and appointed 
officials, vital. 

Rev. John Cronin, 

Washington, 


O’Connor, Paul, Eskimo Parish. Bruce. 
15,1947. 134p. $1.75. 
Father O’Connor’s book sheer delight has 


that wonderful quality transporting the reader right 
out his chair into strange land, fascinating and 
different from his own the keenest fancier could conjure 
up. might called escape reading. the perfect 
refresher for minds jaded with the daily routine 
white man’s civilization. Certainly priest layfolk, young 
old, will find welcome companion for after-work 
hours, carrying does something the bracing vigor 
Arctic air, the peace Alaskan solitudes, the beauty 
and strangeness Northern scenery and peoples. 


Yet sober chronicle fact, told without trim 
mings; O’Connor’s style that man action, crisp 
and clean. gives few years his life travel- 
ing missionary through Northwestern Alaska from his 
home base St. Mary’s Jesuit mission Akulurak near 
the mouth the Yukon. great thrill skim along 
with him over the snowy tundras, those rolling 
plains this country; pull before cluster 
mounds the snow and realize that underneath there 
their igloos, and full noisy welcome for the padre. 
Fr. O’Connor, like humble missionaries everywhere, has 
the entree right into the home and hearths his people 
and thus can give intimate picture them, truer than 
that the professional observer who rarely below 
surface description. lunches with the family, sleeps 
their igloos, works with them, goes their picnics, 
knows their language and ways—all this incidental, 
course, his spiritual ministry. 


et 
gets 


Accepting the limitations such book, personal 
hand snapshots, not long, display learning, any 
reader should find worth his Fr. 
covers thousands square miles from the Yukon 
north Point Lay, very near the Arctic tip 
Traveling his daily life, plane, ship, sled. 
trips are packed with excitement and action, yet there 
plenty calm observation and reflection life 
around him. Does have any particular message 
us? Not directly, though talks become 
that one the very few Catholic missioners thes 

parts and there room for many more. Also has 
some thoughtful comparisons between the Eskimo’s calm 
acceptance life and hectic ways his white brother. 
Finally points out sad consequence the impact 
machine civilization these primitive people the 
decay their native strength and self-reliance, but that 
occurs only because unintelligent dumping the 
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machines whites who will not trouble study the very 

native civilization the Eskimo. 

Dom Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


> 


Savage, Courtenay. Friend. Bruce. Jan. 
15,1947. 110p. $1.50. 

Have you St. Christopher’s medal your 
nearly everyone has, this book should have wide appeal, 
book for scholars since one could write 
way about St. Christopher. Rather simply 
story with good deal dramatic interest (Mr. 
Savage was professional playwright and story spinner 
with good number successes his credit). The facts 
known about Christopher could summarized page; 
that certain that died martyr under Decius 
century, and had prodigious physical 
and courage. The rest legend, including the 
universally known tale how carried the Christ child 
across stream. But what legend! the whole 
running over hundred pages, done with 
expert hand into modern English. really allegory 
human strength, personified the huge pagan warrior, 
Reprobus, later Christopher, who set out find leader 
whom could admire. travels from one fighting unit 
another, always quitting when some sign cowardice 
appears the commander. His next last choice was 
the Devil with whom has some interesting experiences. 
Finally comes Christ and there remains until mar- 
tyred. 

The book divided into two parts, the Story and the 
One’s impression finishing the story that, although 
interesting, too obviously allegorical. One begins 
faith the saint; hard admire purely imagi- 
nary hero whom had supposed real. The second sec- 
tion the cult restores our confidence Christopher. 
When the author calls him “the most popular saint the 
Church”, are mildly skeptical, but makes out good 
case for it. For instance, during the war years three 
four million medals annually were cast for St. Christopher. 
been the same down through history. seems 
aways have been loved and known all Christians, 
and this amazing view the sketchy facts about 
him. Like that King Arthur, his fame resembles 
inverted pyramid, mass material resting point 
Yet where there much smoke, there must 
tesome fire. There some solid reason why humanity 
attracted heroes this calibre. enjoy tales 
King Arthur, why not Saint Christopher? Here 
the modern reader’s version this world famed legend, 
readable, not long, and intended for wide circu- 
lation; would make useful addition any high school 


library. 
Dom Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Bourke-White, Margaret. Fatherland, 
Simon and Schuster. Dec. 1946. 175p. 
$3.00. 

During the closing months the war Margaret Bourke- 
White, Life photographer-reporter, was assigned hunt 


out “Faceless Fritz”, the ordinary German citizen, and 
record the reaction this human being who, multiplied 
millions, made the Nazi terror. Fatherland, 
Rest Quietly,” which takes its title from the words the 
anthem, “Die Wacht Rhein”, the pictorial-verbal 
account that search. 


photographer Miss Bourke-White rightly deserves 
the reputation she has earned for herself. The series 
photographs, which comprise goodly portion her 
book, are remarkable and exceptionally well done. The 
section devoted study German faces particularly 
impressive. less excellent are the photographs 
bombed-out cities and throngs clambering aboard trains 
mad hope finding place which settle. Not 
overlooked are the gruesome scenes horror the 
concentration camps. 


Less outstanding, however, the author’s reportorial han- 
dling the subject. Following the standardized pattern 
war correspondents Miss Bourke-White comments 
the familiar phenomena covered such writers. There 
are her personal adventures encountered while filming the 
record; descriptions people whom she met and with 
whom she worked; the billets where she was housed. All 
these things, course, are incidental her conversations 
with the German people themselves. She was shocked 
when she met Hildegarde Roselius, whom she had known 
student the Columbia School Journalism. But 
her interview with the Krupp heir his 177 room man- 
sion left her unimpressed. Nor was she stirred pity 
the naturalized Americans who spent the war Germany 
and now expected welcomed home the United 
States. Everywhere she went she heard the now familiar 
words: “But what could were only the little 
people who had obey”. These are the people who now 
wander aimlessly throughout “de-nazified” Germany. 
teach these people democracy the job have taken 
upon ourselves, and our work cut out for us. Judging 
Miss Bourke-White’s account are not doing too 
well. 


Perhaps the war does seem very far away. Perhaps this 
report somewhat late making its appearance. But 
should not dismissed too lightly. seems the 


sort thing need keep our memories refreshed. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York City 


* 


Maynard, Theodore. Collected 
tion Alfred Noyes. Macmillan. Dec. 10, 1946. 
222p. $3.00. 


Theodore Maynard’s Collected Poems found the 
mature excellence poet who for over thirty years 
could “build from gleam and mist” lyric reverence for 
the emotional realities and living experiences which have 
“blest” his “wanderings” the visible and invisible world. 


Like Thompson his poetry knows the kingdom heaven 
strange land, and like Hopkins shows “the 
achieve of, the mastery the thing”. Yet his voice 
independent and individual and his values authenticated 
conviction and affirmation, language charged with 
melody and meaning makes each poetic entity 
artistic accomplishment. 


The introduction Alfred Noyes inspirational, lucid 
and informative, and his appreciation runs superla- 
tives because practicing poet honestly recog- 
nizes other way evaluating poet whose long 
endeavour reveals rare ability and high achievement. 


The versatile and distinguished gift Theodore Maynard 
will recommend itself any reader who wishes poetry 
that varied, valid, affirmative, memorable, and con- 
sistently engaging. 
James Gallagher, 
New York 


Marshall, David. Grand Central. Whittlesey House. 
Dec. 1946. 280p. $3.50. 


Grand Central the portrait the world’s most famous 
railway station. Emphasis must placed the famous 
for, contrary popular belief, not, despite its daily 
average 600 trains and 180,000 passengers, the busiest 
railway station the world. Nor the biggest. These 
are but few the startling facts revealed David 
Marshall his fascinating account this renowned 
institution. 


simulated one day tour this great terminal, Mr. 
Marshall, with his imaginary guide, Ichabod, leads the 
reader across this veritable fairyland fantasy facts. 
more than railway station; city within city 
through which some two hundred million people pass 
every year without any thought boarding train. There 
they come meet friends the Golden Clock, 
shopping the little stores, attend the Terminal News- 
reel Theatre, simply watch other people. 
walk across the Concourse and visit the many offices 
throughout the building come face face with the 
people whom Grand Central essentially railroad 
station. These are the station masters, the ticket-sellers 
and ticket-takers, Redcaps, engineers, switchmen, and an- 
nouncers. From them hear the stories the trains 
that come into Grand Central, the colossal engineering 
feat that went into the building and rebuilding the 
terminal, the Vanderbilts and other names associated 
with its history. 


Grand Central not prosaic repetition facts. 
moving, lively story people and rushing crowds who 
have carried the fabulous fame this terminal around 
the globe. There’s thrill for young and old every rail- 
way station. That thrill has been projected David 
Marshall into book that may read all for informa- 


tion and enjoyment. 
Francis Ullrich, 


Manhattan College, 
New York City 
= 7 


Considine, John J., M.M. Call for Forty Thousand. 
Longmans, Nov. 27, 1946. 319p. $3.00. 


this contribution mission history, the author 
Across World describes the present status 
cism South and Central America where “one-third 
the Church’s 350,000,000 Catholics (live), and yet, among 
this one-third, organized religious life prescribed the 
Church found only relatively few thickly 
settled areas. (As example) Brazil, mighty nation 
45,000,000 people, there are only 5,000 priests. Some 


Marshall Considine Monaghan 


Best 


30,000,000 people live without adequately organized 
life” (p. 10). 


After having received the Faith the sixteenth and 
ceeding centuries the lack priests caused decline 
the spread and the practice Catholicism that today 
many sparsely populated areas the “religion the 
candles” takes the place the full parish life. 
ing this (custom), candles are frequently lighted the 
home Saint Anthony, the Infant Prague, the 
Virgin Copacabana, and such family regards itself 
‘muy catolica’, ‘very Catholic’, the expression goes. 
does not matter sometimes these candles illumine 
dals, immoralities, thefts. Such ‘Catholic’ family gives 
very little attention this side the picture. The candle 
burn with much devotion, consuming themselves slowly 
before the beloved favorite, and this suffices for the 
family’s Catholicism, for its religion” (p. 50). 


Everywhere Father Considine found the natives all 
classes receptive the Faith. Only lack priests retards 
full return Catholicism. the basis one priest 
for every 2,000 population, estimates that will take 
least 40,000 additional priests minister approxi- 
mately without spiritual care present. 


Mixed with his analysis spiritual conditions are many 
comments and facts social and 
Rural education necessity. Large estates are major 
source discontent and social injustice. Bolivia there 
are 80,000 proprietors whose land there are 2,500,000 
inhabitants, who live condition serfdom. 
sionally there are bright views Venezuela with its 
superb hospitals and nursing system and Antioquia, 
lombia, which furnishes many vocations called 
“the Ireland Latin America”. 


Toward the end Call for Forty Thousand Father Con- 
sidine wonders “what strange alchemy puts into 
being that hunger serve men the things that pertain 
God regardless geography, race, color, language, social 
estate?” (p. 276). Certainly the Holy Spirit supplies the 
basis vocation. Yet requires worldly stimulus 
well. None has provided this stimulus better than this 
Maryknoll writer. 


* 
Monaghan, Forbes Under the Red 
McMullen Co. Oct. 29, 1946. 279p. $2.75. 


This volume tells eyewitness story the heroic and 
pathetic incidents which characterized the Japanese 
pation the Philippines. Father Monaghan was 
fessor Philosophy the Jesuit university Manila, the 
Ateneo. was there during the bungling defense which 
followed Pearl Harbor, the heroic stand Bataan, and the 
long years occupation. witnessed scenes heroism 
the face cruelty and repression. Particularly well 
described are incidents connected with the underground, 
many whose members were alumni the Ateneo. 


The story portrayed here gives favorable picture the 
Filippino character, although careful reading shows that 
the picture was mixed. The underground was brave, but 
was weakened informers and collaborators. But 
the whole, this people showed great courage and 
quenchable faith the Americans. Incidentally, the 
author notes that the Hukbolahaps followed the common 
pattern the Communist underground, turning 
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weapons more against domestic enemies than against the 
foreign invader. 


The book interesting and suitable for all classes 
recommended those who may wish 
revealing picture life under the Japanese invader. 


Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Moorad, George. Behind the Iron Curtain. With 
Sept. 23, 1946. 309p. $3.00. 


This the latest long series delineations the 
character Russian Communism drawn newspaper 
correspondents. First and still foremost Russia’s Iron 
Age William Henry Chamberlin who acted the 
Christian Science Monitor’s correspondent. Now George 
Moorad describes what contemporary Russia like. His 
account conditions within Russia less value than 
his description Russian diplomatic tactics, accompanied 
ruthless force, both which are well concealed behind 
iron curtain censorship. Two case histories are 
given, those the Russian absorption Rumania and 
the stripping Manchuria heavy industries. Behind 
the iron curtain the Russians have been achieving their 
post-war conquests while waging delaying action through 
quibbling over interpretations various treaties and Big 
Three agreements. 


this time enough information Russian tactics should 
available convince the diplomats that quick and 
strong action are needed forestall the Russian steam- 
Yet are still permitting them raise Spanish 
question use bargaining instrument against legiti- 
mate demands for fair Polish elections. Moorad’s book 
valuable another bit evidence pointing obvious 
duplicity. the exception one two minor sug- 
gestive lines, the book suitable for general reading. 


Index This Volume 


Note: After the reference page and date there given 
anumerical symbol indicating the moral classification 
the book. These are the groups which the symbols refer: 


Suitable for General Reading. 


Il. Suitable for Adults Only Because of: 
Content and Style Too Advanced for Ado- 
lescents. 
Immoral Language Incidents Which 
Not Invalidate the Book Whole. 
Ill. Unsuitable for General Reading But 
for Discriminating Adults. 
IV. Not Recommended Any Class Reader. 
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